Friday, November 26, 2004
James 4:1 – 17

James says that the source of most of our personal conflict is greed. It does seem that the times we are most apt to abuse our friends and acquaintances are those in which we are stressed about various things, and those things seem to frequently focus on what we have; what we don’t have; time that we want back; time that we don’t have; projects that intrude on our own agendas; people that we don’t especially like; money that we have used inappropriately; tasks that we have failed to complete; goals that we still haven’t met. Much of our anger does appear to wend its way back to us as the primary cause. 


Even in the realm of truly evil actions and crimes in our world, the cause seems to reach back to the bitterness, greed, or just plain wickedness of an individual. The robber claims that he needed the money. Abusers claim that they abused their spouse because he or she failed to meet the needs of the abuser. Murderers claim that they murdered because they were themselves mistreated as children, or that the person killed was an inconvenience. World leaders who torture their people believe that it is their right as masters of their own worlds. But, let’s return to James’ words to us as individual Christians. 


James speaks to “adulteresses” because his readers would have a deep understanding of the Old Testament description of God as the Husband of an adulterous wife (the rebellious nation of Israel). James is warning his readers that they cannot focus their goals and attention within the world’s value system and please God. When Christians pray, we often add the words, “…if it be Your will”, because we know that our own wants and desires frequently try to replace God’s will in our hearts. Someone has truly said that God never fails to respond to our questions and prayers. It’s just that two of the answers He may choose are “No” and “Later”, and since that means that we don’t get what we want when we want it, we feel like God is silent. 


There are several instructions in this passage that can help us in our understanding of what we should be as God’s children. They include: “Submit therefore to God” (vs.7); “Resist the devil” (vs.7); “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (vs.8—James does not mean this in the context of salvation, but as a child confidently approaching his loving Father); Repent of your sin (a paraphrase of vs.8-9); “Humble yourselves in the presence of God” (vs.10—great leaders like Moses, the prophets, and Paul were often thought arrogant, but their attitude was always one of humility before God.); “Do not speak against one another” (vs.11—there is a strong difference between attacking one another in hostility or through gossip, and seeking to counsel or warn them out of Christian love.) 

Especially in the epistles of the New Testament, God gives us the advice and the tools to become more like Jesus every day. An even more important teaching is especially strong in the gospels where we learn that He—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—will enable us, love us, and lead us in the right direction, always forgiving us when we fail and always lifting us up to our feet to start afresh! he hhhh
